Behaviour benefitting others (prosocial behaviour) can be motivated by self-interested strategic concerns as well as by genuine concern for others. Even in very young children such behaviour can be motivated by concern for others, but whether it can be strategically motivated by self-interest is currently less clear. Here, children had to distribute resources in a game in which a rich but not a poor recipient could reciprocate. From four years of age participants strategically favoured the rich recipient, but only when recipients had stated an intention to reciprocate. Six-and eight-year-olds distributed more equally. Children allocating strategically to the rich recipient were less likely to help when an adult needed assistance but was not in a position to immediately reciprocate, demonstrating consistent cross-task individual differences in the extent to which social behaviour is self-versus other-oriented even in early childhood. By four years of age children are capable of strategically allocating resources to others as a tool to advance their own self-interest.
Introduction
Humans display unusually high levels of behaviour benefitting even unrelated others, because others tend to reciprocate (Nowak & Sigmund, 2005) . This functional explanation does not, however, solve the question of the psychological mechanisms that cause such prosocial behaviour (de Waal, 2008) . It can be motivated by strategic self-interested concerns such as expectations of reciprocation, but also by feelings of genuine sympathy, and debate continues as to the nature of the complex interplay between concerns for self and others (Stich, Doris, & Roedder, 2010) . The developmental perspective necessary to understand this interplay is missing, however, because although there is evidence that sympathetic concern motivates prosocial behaviour in very young children (Hepach, Vaish, & Tomasello, 2013; Vaish, Carpenter, & Tomasello, 2009; Warneken & Tomasello, 2009) , it is less clear whether self-interested strategic concerns can motivate their prosocial behaviour.
An investigation of strategic social behaviour in preschoolers would also be highly revealing because such behaviour requires advanced socio-cognitive problem solving abilities that are not otherwise clearly evident in children of this age (Green & Rechis, 2006; Rubin & RoseKrasnor, 1992 ). An individual difference approach would also be valuable in this context because while clear individual differences in strategic social behaviour are seen in adults and school-age children (Jones & Paulhus, 2009; Steinbeis, Bernhardt, & Singer, 2012; Wilson, Near, & Miller, 1996) , nothing is known about these differences' earlier developmental roots. The current study fills these gaps.
Motivations for young children's prosocial behaviour are diverse (Paulus & Moore, 2012) . Apart from sympathy, http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.cognition.2014.11.035 0010-0277/Ó 2014 Elsevier B.V. All rights reserved.
